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DEPARTMENT OF ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS — CLIFF WEEKS 

366. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 
(1) Does the minister have full confidence in the performance of the director general of the Department of 

Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Cliff Weeks? 
(2) If yes to (1), why? 
(3) If no to (1), why not? 
(4) Is the minister aware of any allegations emanating from his department in relation to the activities and 

performance of DAA officers in Geraldton? 

(5) Is the minister aware of any allegations emanating from his department in relation to the activities and 
performance of a former DAA officer in Kalgoorlie? 

(6) If yes to (4) and (5), will the minister identify what the concerns were, investigate the matter and report 
to the house? 

(7) If no to (6), why not? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. Give me strength on this one! 

(1)–(2) Yes. I do have confidence in the director general. 
(3) Not applicable. 

(4)–(7) As a matter of principle, it is not appropriate to comment on any investigation or employment matter, 
whether or not such an investigation was being undertaken. 

I will just make a comment here. The honourable member has asked several questions with regard to 
the integrity of officers in the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. He put out a highly offensive media 
statement earlier this week with regard to these officers, which was on his website for an entire day. 
It was on the Greens’ website for another 24 hours. 

Hon Robin Chapple: Don’t try to defend the indefensible. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Excuse me! This is my point to the honourable member. The imputation, honourable 
member, is that there is something corrupt with these officers. I do not know anything about an investigation. I do 
not know whether there is any investigation with regard to these officers, but the imputation, without any 
justification whatsoever, in this line of questioning and in this disgraceful media release is that they are somehow 
corrupt. I am going to defend the officers in the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. I do not know anything about an 
inquiry whatsoever. I suggest to the honourable member that he just back off on this until we find out the facts. 

Hon Robin Chapple: So we will find out the facts. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: We might. At this stage we do not know anything. The member is assuming that there 
is something untoward with regard to these officers. 

Hon Robin Chapple: The inquiry is finished. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: The member might know that; I do not know that. I am the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, that is my department, and it is only appropriate that I not know about such an investigation. 
Having said that, if there was an investigation, I have no doubt that I will find out about it sooner rather than 
later, and I will find out about it. Firstly, if there was an investigation—I am saying “if”, not, as per the 
member’s media statement, that the government confirmed in question time that these investigations were 
underway; I did nothing of the kind—and, secondly, if that investigation exonerates these officers of any 
wrongdoing, I hope that the member stands in this place and puts out a media release and apologises to these 
officers. If he does not, I think, quite frankly, it calls into question his character. Quite frankly, honourable 
member, this line of questioning in this place is completely unacceptable. These officers have no recourse at this 
stage. Hon Robin Chapple is besmirching their characters, unjustifiably at this stage.  

If by circumstance, and I am not saying anything, something does come out of a report—I do not know whether 
there is a report—we will deal with it in an appropriate fashion. We do not deal with these things by throwing 
stones and casting aspersions on people without any justification whatsoever. I strongly encourage 
Hon Robin Chapple to stop this nonsense. If there is something, it will come out in the wash. All the member is 
doing at the moment is questioning the integrity of the officers of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, which is 
entirely inappropriate. I feel that the member is abusing the privilege of Parliament. 
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Hon Robin Chapple: You can answer yes or no.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: I have said no, but can I say that the member has put it in the public arena. 

Hon Robin Chapple: Yes, I have, absolutely.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Therefore, the member has confidence in the accusations he is making. If the member 
has confidence, that is fine and we will deal with this in due course, but not this way. The way that the member 
is dealing with this is entirely inappropriate.  
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